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 Council Recipients 

Advocate in Action-Dr. Jordan Cox 
 

The Commack Council of PTAs is proud to present Dr. Jordan Cox with the Founders Day Advocate 

in Action Award. Dr. Cox joined the Commack School District in 2018 as the Executive Director of 

Instructional Services.  His career in education began as a teacher in the Harborfields Central School 

District where he rose through the ranks and went on to become the Executive Director for 

Instructional Services. Most recently, Dr. Cox has spearheaded the effort to make Commack the first 

district on Long Island to offer students in grades 11 and 12 the International Baccalaureate Career-

related Programme which has drawn attention from the New York State Department of Education as 

well as districts across the Island.  His enthusiasm for education and the students of Commack is 

infectious and permeates his presentations and interactions with students and staff. In his spare time, 

Dr. Cox, an experienced captain and boater, enjoys spending his free time on the water with his family. 

Thank you, Dr. Cox, for charting the course for the students of Commack! 

 

It is truly an honor to be the recipient of the PTA Advocate in Action Award; thank you to the PTA. 

  

Asa young student, my father said, “Jordan, right now, you have every door in the world open to you; 

you can be anything you want, as you have a whole life ahead of you.”   He instilled a passion and 

drive inside of me to develop a genuine leadership style that empowers the people around me to be 

innovative, think big, create, be bold, and lead. As Superintendent, I am committed to exposing our 

children to as many “open doors” (opportunities) and creating new ones that will prepare them for 

future careers that have yet to be created.  

  

As a teacher, there’s nothing more rewarding than when you’re able to put something into a language 

a student can comprehend and watch their eyes light up in understanding. Having that impact on 

students is such an incredible feeling; working as an administrator, you can have that same kind of 

impact on whole school buildings. The students are always at the center of every decision I make. 

  

As Superintendent, I am proud to partner with the PTA to advocate for all things positive for our 

children and build trusting relationships with the community that foster innovation and creative 

thinking. 

  

I want to thank the Board of Education for the opportunity to lead the Commack School District and 

advocate for our children. I would also like to thank my incredible wife and children for their 

unwavering love and support. 
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Council Recipients 

Honorary Lifetime Member Award-Justin Varughese 
 

The Honorary Life Membership is awarded to an individual as recognition of distinguished 

service.  The purpose is to "recognize individuals for their contributions to the welfare of children and 

youth," as per NYSPTA.  Justin Varughese epitomizes what the recipient of this award should be.  Mr. 

Varughese's service to our community and its children is vast.  You may recognize him from the soccer 

fields or the basketball courts where he coached.  Or, you might recognize him from his time as a class 

parent.  He will certainly be familiar from his time on the Commack Board of Education. 

Mr. Varughese began his tenure on the BOE in 2019 and has continued to bring his keen mind, legal 

expertise, calm demeanor and genuinely kind and inclusive nature to our community in a way that 

directly impacts our children.  His willingness to step into the role of president, and further give of his 

time and talents, is another overt sign of his commitment to service. 

Mr. Varughese has chosen to support our children and youth by traveling to Albany to advocate 

for financial and legislative aid for the district.  Additionally, he has been a strong supporter of mental 

health initiatives both within our schools and the community at large.  Always looking to welcome 

everyone to the table, Mr. Varughese was instrumental in the creation of our district's multicultural 

committee which strives to improve relations and highlight diverse experiences and perspectives in the 

community.  Mr. Varughese is the perfect blend of dignified leader and approachable neighbor.  His 

distinguished service is most worthy of this recognition. 

 

 

Words cannot express how profoundly grateful I am for the honor of receiving this 

award. We deeply love our Commack community and I have always considered it a 

privilege to serve our students, parents, staff, and community in this way. There’s 

nothing more important to me than cultivating an environment where everyone who 

touches the lives of our kids can work together to build up a generation of world 

changers who innovate, value one another, and continue to bring about a better world 

than we can possibly imagine. Whether at board meetings, PTA meetings, or the even 

local supermarket, I am perpetually being shaped by the countless conversations I’ve 

had with PTA members and the community at large about how we can walk with our 

students to make our district the very best it can be. The creativity, unity, and 

thoughtful concern of Commack parents to this end is as overwhelming as it is beautiful. 

I am truly blessed to be entrusted with the opportunity to serve in this way. I remain so 

grateful for the honor of this award and look forward to continuing to serve our 

community as we reach for new heights together! -Justin Varughese 
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SEPTA Recipients 
 
Advocate In Action- Rosanne Wilson 

 
Rosanne Wilson started her career in Commack schools 21 years ago at North Ridge Primary 

School.  She was hand selected in 2002 to develop the Applied Behavioral 

Analysis program.  The successful aforementioned program that she developed, nurtured and grew, has 

now extended up through the high school. Rosanne has touched the lives of many children.  She was 

the recipient of the Teacher of the Year award in 2005. Her classroom reflects her beliefs that all 

children should have the opportunity to become the best version of themselves while loving to learn 

and grow on their journey in education. She is the embodiment of compassion and dedication.  Her 

wealth of knowledge is an asset to both students and staff. Her tireless devotion to the students in 

Commack is evidenced by the growth and social/emotional well-being of her students. The Commack 

district is proud and fortunate to have such a talented educator on their staff. 

 

 

To the Commack community and families, 

I am extremely honored and grateful for this recognition and I would like to thank Commack SEPTA 

for selecting me as this year’s recipient of the Advocate in Action Award. I would like to also thank 

the Board of Education of this wonderful district for their consistent support to our students. I am 

humbled by the words spoken of me. It has been my pleasure and honor to have been a part of so 

many educational journeys. I have no doubts that the students who have crossed my path will strive 

for nothing but greatness as they become a successful member of the community. I want to extend 

my gratitude to the Commack community for recognizing me as an encouraging impact on the 

students I have served and their families. Your openness to sharing your experiences with me has 

touched my heart and I will always be grateful for the opportunity to have been a part of school, 

becoming a positive experience for each of your children. They have all made me so very proud, and 

I wish for their lifelong journey in education to continue to grow, develop and thrive. -Rosane Wilson 
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SEPTA Recipients 
 

Honorary Lifetime Member-Denise Shani 
 
Denise Shani embodies the essence of what the Honorary Life Membership Award 

represents.  Denise’s life's work is to better the world for her children and other children. She spends 

every day figuring out how to improve the world. She is kind and brave, standing up for what's right, 

and doing so with tact and love. She has been heavily involved in SEPTA, Rolling Hills PTA and has 

been a Girl Scouts Troop leader for the past three years.  

 

I am truly humbled and grateful to have been awarded the Founder's Day Honorary Life Member 

Award on behalf of Commack SEPTA. Thank you for this incredible honor. 

I have always been passionate about special needs and bettering children's lives, and to be recognized 

for my contributions in this way is truly a privilege. I am grateful to be a part of such an amazing 

community. 

Thank you for this prestigious award and for the opportunity to be a part of the Commack Community 

and SEPTA. I will continue to strive to make an everlasting impact on children and their families. 

Sincerely, Denise Shani 
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Commack High School Recipient 

 

Advocate in Action Award – Ryan McGrath  

 
 

 Mr. Ryan McGrath began his career in the Commack School District teaching chemistry at 

Commack High School in September 2001.  Mr. McGrath holds a teaching certification in both 

Biology and Chemistry which has allowed him to teach courses such as Life Skills Greenhouse 

Biology, Pre-IB Chemistry, Regents Chemistry, Forensics Science, and Advanced Placement 

Chemistry during his time at Commack High School.  He has excelled in the area of science and has 

been recognized in his field by his colleagues and major science organizations.  Mr. McGrath was 

accepted into the New York State Master Teacher Program, a four year program from 2022-2025, 

which is a professional network of outstanding public school K-12 STEM teachers throughout the state 

who share a passion for STEM and collaborate with colleagues to inspire students to love learning 

STEM.  Mr. McGrath is also the recipient of the Long Island Science Technology Engineering and 

Math Educational Leadership Association (LISTEMELA) 2022 STEM Star Award, was nominated for 

Commack High School Teacher of the Year in 2016-2017, received the Grant Recipient from the 

Whole Kids Foundation (Whole Foods Corp) in 2021-2022 and in 2014  was nominated for an Alumni 

Leadership Award. 

 

Mr. McGrath has made lasting contributions to the students at Commack High School.  Most 

notably with his work to increase outdoor education through his efforts in our greenhouse.  Mr. 

McGrath has been instrumental in building the courtyard starting from 2 garden beds, to designing an 

incredible pond, renovating the greenhouse, and being a part of the bond project this past summer 

resigning the courtyard patio.  His goal is to continue working with our students in the Greenhouse 

Biology class and expanding the class and the space for additional classes to use.  He also has 

expanded the Garden Club to over 90 members.  Thank you, Mr. McGrath, for your dedication to our 

students and our school community!  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of my amazing colleagues in the Science 

Department who support me and offer feedback on anything new I am creating for my classes. 

It is wonderful to be a part of a department that feels like a family and helps to bring out the 

best in each of us. I am so lucky to have started my career here at Commack High School and 

find a home here with so many great teachers. Of course, I cannot forget to thank the School 

Administration Team as well as Central Administration. Great teams of teachers, or teams of 

any sort for that matter, don’t just materialize on their own. I have been fortunate to work with 

people who see the value in building a team and leading in such a way that keeps us all moving 

in the direction of personal and professional growth. Mrs. Lipenholtz and Mr. Biagi have been 

strong supporters of my work over the last several years to realize a vision of having a full-time 

outdoor learning lab in our greenhouse courtyard. I am so thankful and excited to see what we 

will accomplish next! 

Ryan McGrath 

Chemistry and Life Sciences Teacher 
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Commack Middle School Recipients 
 

 

Advocate in Action Award –Dr. Michael Larson 
 

Dr. Michael Larson is presently the Principal at Commack Middle School and has been an educator 

since beginning his career as a teacher in 2003. In 2007, Dr. Larson joined the exceptional teaching 

staff at Commack High School as a member of the social studies department. In 2015, Dr. Larson 

entered the ranks of the administrative team as the coordinator of student affairs, then became an 

assistant principal in 2016 and assumed the role of middle school principal in 2018. 

In his role as principal, Dr. Larson continues to be a student-centered educator. He does not need to 

work hard to form relationships with students, staff and the community– as this appears to come 

naturally. His compassion, humility and empathy for others helps to make them feel comfortable and 

supported. In his time as the CMS instructional leader, Dr. Larson has continued to advance 

Commack Middle School programming, particularly as it relates to the International Baccalaureate 

Middle Years Programme. Dr. Larson maintains a steadfast focus on preparing students for future 

academic and social success and endeavors to provide students with opportunities to develop these 

competencies. 

Dr. Larson consistently states that he is humbled, honored and privileged to serve Commack 

students, staff and the wider community.  

 

I would like to thank the PTA for all they do to support Commack schools, students and staff 

members. Each PTA member selflessly dedicates their time and energy to support the advancement 

of programs district-wide. Your efforts are appreciated by all. 

Being recognized as an Advocate in Action award recipient is truly a humbling experience, one that 

brings me great personal and professional satisfaction. I would like to acknowledge and congratulate 

all honorees for their service to students, staff and the wider Commack Community. 

As the middle school principal, I feel privileged to work with some of the world’s finest students, 

educators and parents/ guardians. It is through our shared efforts that we continue to provide 

students with meaningful, enriching and supportive learning environments. A special thank you to all 

members of the PTA for their tireless dedication to our schools. Thank you for allowing me to serve 

our community and for all you do in support of Commack Schools!-Dr. Michael Larson 
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Commack Middle School Recipients 
 

Honorary Lifetime Member Award-Marta Sliwska 

 

Marta Sliwska is very deserving of the Founder’s Day Honorary Life Member 

Award. She is the current Commack Middle School PTA President. She has been 

involved in the PTA at the Middle School since her oldest daughter started in 2020. 

She was also involved in the PTAs at Sawmill and Wood Park for many years. She 

was always available to help at all school events at all three schools and was 

always there with a smile. She is a very well-respected member of the community 

and the school. We are proud to honor her with this very well-deserved award and 

appreciate all she does for the children. 

 

I am beyond honored, shocked and overwhelmed by receiving the Honorary Life Member Award. In 

addition, the fact that my kids were there with a huge bouquet of flowers and could witness it made it 

so much more special and memorable. 

I am so grateful to have a chance to give back to our community and help when needed. I love being 

part of all school special events. Seeing smiles on kids and teachers faces makes it worth it every 

single 

time. Furthermore, it teaches my kids that helping others can bring so much joy and happiness. This is 

the best gift I could have ever asked for. 

I have a privilege to be a PTA president in one of the best Commack Schools, CMS and work with the 

most amazing group of principals and teachers. They are always there for their students and Commack 

Community. They never say no, they are always there to help, and they always do it with a huge smile. 

Thank you for everything. 

Marta Sliwska 

CMS PTA President 
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Burr Intermediate School Recipients 

Advocate in Action Award – Nicole Ryback 

 
Nicole Ryback, a Commack graduate, received her BA from University of Delaware.  She went on to 

earn her MA at Stony Brook University.   Nicole was hired by the Commack School District in 1998 as 

a fourth-grade classroom teacher at Burr Intermediate School.   During her tenure at Burr, Nicole has 

been a classroom teacher as well as a teacher of Challenge and Discovery and most recently, the 

Enrichment teacher.  Whether in a regular classroom or working with her Enrichment classes, Nicole 

brings to her students a program that promotes higher order thinking.   In addition to teaching, Nicole 

found time to earn her administrative degree from Stony Brook University.   Nicole was also the 

Principal of the Summer School program where she was responsible for hiring staff and scheduling 

classes 

 Nicole has attended many workshops and conferences, bringing back new ways to help her 

students achieve.  She is an active member of the Burr School Based Management team where she has 

brought many good ideas for discussion by the team.  Nicole also sits in on Instructional Support Team 

meetings, providing guidance to teachers on how to help their at-risk students.   

 Nicole is also Burr’s Student Council advisor.    She meets with the class representatives and 

discusses ways to be involved not only in the school community but also the community at large.  

Under her direction, they run many drives (food, pajamas, socks, gently used books, etc.) to help those 

in need. 

 Nicole has received many letters from parents commending her on her hard work and 

dedication, pushing students to become the best they could be.  Nicole continues to be an asset to the 

Burr Intermediate School staff. 

 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my deepest gratitude to the Burr Intermediate School 

PTA for honoring me with the Advocate in Action Award.  I have always felt that Burr Intermediate 

School is a true community; a place where staff members, parents, and children work together with the 

common goal of being our best selves.  Through our mutual understanding of trust and cooperation, I 

am able to be the best educator I can be for the students I have worked with for the past 25 years. 

-Nicole Ryback   
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Burr Intermediate School Recipients 

Honorary Lifetime Member Award – Heather Gordon  

 
The honorary life member award is given to recognize volunteers in the Commack community that go 

above and beyond to advocate and promote Commack PTA goals and programs. This year's recipient 

boasts all of these qualities and more. 

 

She was on the Executive board of the PTA at North Ridge, serving as recording secretary and PTA 

co-president. She has chaired numerous committees for North Ridge, Burr and Council where this year 

she is also the recording secretary.  No matter what is going on, she is always right there to jump in 

and lend a hand. She offers help to anyone that needs it whether it is her friends, school, community, 

dance and more. 

 

Heather Gordon is a valuable member of our Commack community and is well deserving of the 

Honorary Lifetime Member Award. I have had the privilege of working with her and I know I couldn't 

be more proud to say she is receiving this special award.  -Linda DeAngelis, Burr PTA President 
 

I consider it a great honor and privilege to have been selected by the Burr PTA as this year’s 
recipient of the Honorary Lifetime Member Award.   I have very fond memories from my youth of my 
mother being involved in the PTA and all of the wonderful programs she helped bring to fruition.  I 
aspired to one day be able to do the same for my children. 

 Since my daughter was in kindergarten, I have held various positions in North Ridge, Burr, 
and Council.  The relationships I have cultivated as a result of my involvement in the PTA with 
parents, district personnel, and students are priceless to me.  There is nothing more rewarding to 
me than being an active participant in the Commack school community by advocating for our 
children and helping to coordinate all of the wonderful events and programs the PTA sponsors.   

I would like to thank my husband Jeff for supporting my work with the PTA and 
understanding how important it is to me.  I would also like to thank past council presidents Diana 
Michel and Nicole Perez for being mentors and offering support and guidance in my varying roles 
and the Burr PTA for this prestigious award.  I look forward to continuing my service in PTA for 
many years to come.  -Heather Gordon 
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John Mandracchia-Sawmill Intermediate School Recipients 

 

Advocate in Action Award – Barbara Kory Barry 

 
 

Barbara Kory -Barry began her career 35 years ago and has been a 3rd-grade teacher at Mandracchia 

Sawmill for the past 31 years. During this time at Sawmill, Barbara has served on a myriad of 

committees as well as curriculum teams in which she has been able to share her expertise in the 

development and presentation of curricula for our students and staff. 

 

Mrs. Kory-Barry embodies all the characteristics of an exemplary teacher.  She is caring, 

compassionate, patient, a lifelong lover of teaching, and an exemplary team player. She enjoys seeing 

the students benefit from her diligence and is always willing to go out of her way for them. Her ability 

to engage students and desire to ensure that each student reaches his/her maximum potential is 

commendable.  Barbara, thank you for your 31 years of hard work and for always showing up for our 

staff and students.  We will forever be grateful for your tireless contributions.  

 

Thank you to the Sawmill PTA and Founder’s Day Committee for honoring me with this year’s 

Advocate in Action Award. It has been my pleasure to work with the children, parents, and staff of 

Commack for over 30 years. Educating a child certainly takes a community, and there is truly no 

better community than the one I have found at Sawmill. The memories that I have made over the years 

will be a cherished part of me forever.  

~Barbara Kory-Barry 
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John Mandracchia-Sawmill Intermediate School Recipients 
 

Honorary Lifetime Member Award – Jennifer Engheben 
 

The Sawmill PTA is honored to present Jennifer Engheben with the Honorary Life Membership 

Award. She has been a well- respected member of the Commack community for many years and 

dedicated ensuring the children always remain the primary focus.  Jenn has been co-chair the Arts in 

Education committee and Reflections program for several years. As an integral part of the Sawmill’s 

PTA, Jenn will go above and beyond to support and assist with any project that betters the lives of our 

community and students. Jenn is an active member of her church and Girl Scout Leader, in where she 

runs meetings and religion classes, which helps prepare her and participates to successful contributors 

to community. Her dedication to the community, schools and children over the years is the very reason 

that she deserves this Founder’s Day Award. 

 

 

It is a privilege to be presented with the Honorary Life Member Award. Thank you for allowing me to 

serve the needs of our community. The trust, support, and constant smiles of students, families, 

teachers, staff and admin have always been more than enough of a show of appreciation. To receive 

this award when surrounded by so many dedicated fellow members is an honor. You have all been 

models of kindness, perseverance and dedication. I admire you and have learned so much from all of 

you - this award is surely a reflection of you.  

 

Most importantly, I’d like to recognize my family. My children, Lindsey, Matthew, and Alanna inspire 

me every moment to be more compassionate and understanding, to challenge my personal biases and 

to be open and accepting to every person. Thank you to my husband, Dan, who loves me and always 

has my back has earned this award more than I have. Because of our love and God’s love for me, 

everything that I have accomplished was made possible. I look forward to continue helping where I am 

needed and working with this amazing community. -Jennifer Engheben 
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Indian Hollow Primary School Recipients 

 

Advocate In Action – Tara Wider 
 

Mrs. Wider is a well-respected member of the Indian Hollow community and is currently a first grade 

teacher.  In her time as an educator in the Commack UFSD, she has been an avid supporter of Indian 

Hollow’s PTA. Mrs. Wider’s role in Indian Hollow’s PTA is that of advocate and supporter from 

inside the classroom.  As a member of the grade one team, she is consistently involved with the many 

unique events our first graders have. She offers a calm and child centered perspective. Her organization 

helps to facilitate memorable and safe events. She works closely with committees and class parents 

every step of the way. 

In addition, Mrs. Wider also supports our families, understanding the unique situations our families 

may be facing and also highlighting the noble and unique professions our parents have in her 

classroom. She consistently helps facilitate the connection between the parent(s), teacher(s) and the 

community. 

As a recipient of this award, Mrs. Wider goes beyond normal classroom responsibilities by supporting, 

sharing and helping to facilitate the PTA in various ways. 

 

 

Thank you to the Indian Hollow PTA, the Founders Day Committee and the staff at Indian Hollow 

for awarding me the Advocate In Action award.  It is an honor to work at such a special school that 

I call home.  Many thanks to my colleagues.  I consider myself lucky to work with such a talented, 

caring group of people.  I have been, and always will be so proud to be a part of Commack’s 

community of dedicated parents, teachers, and administrators.  -Tara Wider  
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Indian Hollow Primary School Recipients 

 
 

Honorary Lifetime Member Award–Kristen Demundo 
 

Kristen Demundo is an active parent and well-respected member of the Indian Hollow community. She 

has volunteered her time endlessly since her children began their tenure at Indian Hollow.  Her time is 

always focused on the welfare and betterment of our school community.  Kristen has consistently 

served the Indian Hollow PTA as both chair and member of various committees, and the Executive 

Board as both Vice President and President.  In addition to serving Indian Hollow on an outstanding 

level, she continuously volunteers her time throughout the community as a Girl Scout Troop leader. 

As a PTA member, Kristen has made valuable contributions to Indian Hollow’s PTA programs. 

Kristen brings fresh ideas to the school’s programs while respecting and honoring Indian Hollow 

traditions. In addition, she communicates and collaborates well with Indian Hollow administration, 

teachers, staff members and other parents to help further benefit Indian Hollow’s students.  

Kristen is a leader in Indian Hollow and in the community.  She is kind, dedicated and inspiring.  Her 

outstanding work certainly merits this special recognition. 

 

I am so honored to be presented the Honorary Life Member award. I am very proud to be a part of the 

Indian Hollow PTA and to help contribute to our wonderful school community.  Helping facilitate 

connections between the parents, teachers, administrators and students is important to me. As a 

working mom, I strive to be as involved as I can and I'm so grateful for the opportunities provided. I'd 

like to thank my 3 children- James, Ava and Jaxson, you are the inspiration for all that I do.  Also, my 

husband, Tom for his patience and never-ending support in all my endeavors. Thank you again for this 

honor and congratulations to all the other well-deserved recipients! -Kristen Demundo 
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North Ridge Primary School Recipients 

 

Advocate In Action-Christine Ruggiero 
 

  Christine Ruggiero started her career in the Commack School District in 2006. In 2007, she became a 

teaching assistant and shortly thereafter a Reading Teacher. In 2017, she became a tenured Reading 

Teacher at North Ridge. 

    From the beginning of her career in Commack to this day, she has helped countless students achieve 

their goals. She has maintained positive relationships with students, fellow staff members and 

parents.  She makes herself available to all that seek her help and advice. 

    Ms. Ruggiero has volunteered for numerous PTA activities. These include, but are not limited to, 

NRingo, Sports Night, Evening Book Fair, Fun Fair and the Art Show.  She volunteers wherever 

needed. 

    During COVID, Ms. Ruggiero was instrumental in putting together the School Yearbook. She took 

pictures of all events within the school that students participated in.  She wanted to make sure that 2nd 

graders took their memories of North Ridge with them as they moved on to Burr. She continues to take 

an active role in the yearbook. 

    Ms. Ruggiero is a constant at North Ridge.  She always goes above and beyond.  We are so grateful 

to her for everything she has done, and continues to do, for our school.   

 

“Teachers who love teaching, teach children to love learning.” - Unknown 

I wanted to thank the Founder’s Day committee and the North Ridge PTA for nominating me for this 

year's Advocate in Action Award. I am truly honored and humbled to receive it. I have had the 

privilege of working in many buildings within the Commack School District, but have been able to call 

North Ridge my home for almost ten years.  I am lucky to have such an amazing support system both at 

home and at work.  My parents have been my number one supporters and I have the best colleagues - 

many who have been there through it all.  I would also like to thank my current principal, Mrs. Rihm 

who believed in me from the very beginning.  My goal has been, and will always be, to reach each 

child while making learning fun.  The students are the ones who make my job such fulfilling 

work.  Thank you again for recognizing my love of teaching.-Christine Ruggiero 
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North Ridge Primary School Recipients 

 

 

Honorary Lifetime Member Award– Tara Fore 
 

Tara Fore embodies the essence of what a Founder's Day recipient truly is. Tara has been 
a contributing member of numerous PTA committees at both North Ridge and Burr over 
the past few years.  Tara has chaired many committees and managed many events at 
North Ridge.  Tara has always been a person to step up and make herself available 
whenever assistance was needed.   
     Tara has proven to be a valuable leader and volunteer within the community as 
well.  She coaches for Commack Soccer and Commack Softball teams.  She serves as a  Girl 
Scout troop leader as well.  Tara sits on the Executive Board as PTA Vice President at 
North Ridge and has been a tremendous help in taking over the school's yearbook 
program.  Tara is a very well liked and well respected member of our community and has 
truly earned the honor of being named a Founder’s Day Award recipient. 
 

I am truly honored to be the recipient of the PTA Founders Day Honorary Life Membership 

Award for North Ridge this year. I would like to thank the North Ridge Founders Day Committee and 

North Ridge PTA for this honor. When I first became a parent at North Ridge I still had two little ones 

at home so I wasn’t as involved. Little did I know that 5 years later I would be as involved as I am. It 

has been a privilege to volunteer at North Ridge and in the community. I want to thank Mrs. Rihm, the 

teachers and PTA for their support. I am grateful for the opportunity to volunteer and see the children’s 

smiling faces and waves when I am in the school. 
I’d like to thank my husband, Bill, for his ongoing support and to my girls, Margaret, Mackenzie 

and Madison for supporting “my job” at their school. Thank you again for this wonderful honor. -Tara 

Fore 
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Rolling Hills Primary School Recipients 
 

Advocate In Action-Jessica Santarpia 

Mrs. Santarpia became the Rolling Hills Principal beginning September, 2018. Since then, Mrs. 

Santarpia has led the staff and families through some of the most difficult times in education. During 

the pandemic, Mrs. Santarpia made the needs of all students and staff members a top priority. 

Countless hours were spent creating a safe learning environment while ensuring all educational 

programs and needs were met. Mrs. Santarpia always visits each classroom and loves reading aloud to 

the students with the September Character Education book. You can find her in the cafeteria or out on 

the playground overseeing that the routines and procedures of lunch and recess are taking place. She 

also helps plan and attends the numerous PTA events such as Family Fitness Night, Fall Festival, 

Literacy Night, Field Day, Red Ribbon Week, Board of Education Recognition Night, etc. You will 

always see her scooping ice at Ralph’s for our PTA Rocks Events. Mrs. Santarpia’s expertise, ideas, 

and innovations make her a valuable member on committees such as SBMT, and other District 

committees. Her leadership helps guide the path for new projects and teacher professional development 

sessions to enhance each student’s experience at Rolling Hills, and across the District. Mrs. Santarpia 

has an excellent rapport with parents and students. She communicates through emails, text message 

blasts and RH Highlights in order to keep families informed of upcoming events. There is no doubt 

that Mrs. Jessica Santarpia, a mom of three school-aged children and a dedicated building Principal, 

deserves the recognition of being our PTA Advocate in Action this year.  

It is truly an honor to receive the Advocate in Action Award for Rolling Hills Primary School.  I am 

grateful and blessed to work at Rolling Hills with such amazing students, dedicated staff and 

wonderful families. I want to thank everyone for supporting me each day and welcoming me to my 

home five years ago. I would also like to thank my amazingly supportive husband Joe and three 

children, Joseph, Anthony and Tessa. 

-       Principal Jessica Santarpia 2023 Rolling Hills Advocate in Action  
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Rolling Hills Primary School Recipients 
 

Honorary Lifetime Member Award– Melissa McIntyre 

 
Mrs. McIntyre has been living in the Commack School District since 2009. Her oldest child started Kindergarten 
at Rolling Hills in 2016 which was the first year she took on the responsibility of Class Parent and has done so 
every single year for the last eight years, first with Juliana, now in 6th grade at CMS, then with her son, Tommy 
now in 4th grade at Sawmill, and finally with Johnny in 2nd grade. A familiar face to everyone at Rolling Hills, 
Mrs. McIntyre is a tireless helper, always found volunteering at such school happenings as Picture Day, Fall 
Festival, Pumpkin Picking, Holiday Boutique, Moving Up Ceremony, Field Day, and every single Rolling Hills 
Scholastic Book Fair in her eight-year tenure as a Rolling Hills Parent.  She has also served as an Elected Officer 
of the PTA as both Vice President of Non-fundraising Events (2017-18), and Secretary of Correspondence 
(2021-22-23). Mrs. McIntyre has served as PTA Committee Chairperson for Plant Sale, Moving Up, 
Beautification, and most recently Newsletter, where Mrs. McIntyre has used her background as an Educator to 
create beautiful newsletters that keep us all organized and informed as we take on the events of each new 
month of the school year! Mrs. McIntyre has truly been a bright star and an indispensable resource to 
students, staff, and families at Rolling Hills, she is so very deserving of this recognition! 

Thank you for the honor of receiving the Honorary Life Membership Award. It has been my absolute pleasure to 
be involved in the Rolling Hills PTA. I am grateful to have worked alongside the most amazing parents and staff 
towards the common goal of giving our children the best experiences in their years at Rolling Hills. I will always 
cherish the memories made. 

-Mrs. Melissa McIntyre 2023 Rolling Hills Honorary Life Member 
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Wood Park Primary School Recipients 
 

Advocate In Action –Donna Mirocco 
 

Mrs. Donna Mirocco embodies the essence of what this Founders Day Award represents.  She has been 

involved in numerous district and building level committees, and special events.  Mrs. Mirocco is able 

to create a warm and nurturing learning environment for her students as they begin their learning! She 

has a keen understanding of their needs and creates a delicate balance between academics and 

social/emotional needs. She finds endless ways to develop student independence and leadership, 

allowing them to take active roles in their own learning, whether by leading a discussion about the 

weather, reviewing letter-sound drills or learning how to open their own snack bags. Mrs. Mirocco is 

well respected by her colleagues and families alike.  As quoted by a former parent, “She treats every 

child as if they were her own. She is everything a kindergarten teacher should be, and more.”  Last 

year, Mrs. Mirocco was brought to tears when a graduating Senior walked the halls searching for his 

“Favorite Teacher EVER.”  Her outstanding contribution to the welfare of children and youth merits 

this special recognition and the community’s appreciation. 

 

 

As the recipient of the Founders Day Advocate in Action Award, I would 

like to express my sincere gratitude for being nominated for this 

recognition. 

I would like to thank the Wood Park PTA for their time and dedication to 

the children. I have had the opportunity to work with many wonderful 

class parents over the years and I appreciate all they do for me, as well as 

the children. 

I am extremely fortunate to work with amazing professionals at Wood 

Park. I have had the privilege to work with many of my colleagues for over 

20 years and know that this has enriched my life both professionally and 

personally. Not everyone can say that they are lucky enough to work with 

dear friends every day. 

A special thank you to Michelle Collison. Her support, encouragement and 

guidance makes my job that much easier. We all have been blessed to 

have her as our “Fearless Leader” ! 

 

Lastly, I would like to thank my family. They continue to keep me 

grounded and I am blessed to have their never ending support and love. 

Thank you again for this award. 

Sincerely, 

Donna Mirocco 
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Wood Park Primary School Recipients 
 

Honorary Lifetime Member Award – Jeanene Miller 

 
Jeanene Miller embodies the essence of what this Founders Day Award represents. Jeanene’s 

outstanding contribution to the welfare of children and youth merits this special recognition and the 

community’s appreciation. 

In in her roles as committee chairs for various activities and second as a PTA officer. Jeanene Miller 

has always been focused on the welfare of children. She has made valuable suggestions to 

programming and scheduling format which has resulted in creating beneficial changes to our school. 

 
I was so taken aback upon learning I was nominated for the Founders Day Honorary Lifetime 

Membership Award.  I am extremely honored to receive this prestigious recognition.  Thank you to the 

members of the Founders Day nominating committee and the Wood Park PTA who bestowed upon me 

this honor.    

I thoroughly enjoy working with the Wood Park PTA Board members, Mrs. Collison and her faculty 

and the many volunteers for all our PTA events.  This journey has afforded me the opportunity to learn 

about our schools, create meaningful relationships with the school and community, and carry out the 

many wonderful events and activities in support of our students.  These opportunities are all moments I 

sincerely treasure and truly look forward in continuing my efforts to support our great community in 

the years ahead. 

A special thank you to the members of the Wood Park PTA Board for your hard work and dedication 

to our efforts.  Thank you to Mrs. Collison for the support and guidance she provides.  Thank you to 

my husband Shane for your continuous support and to my children, Sienna and Jake, the reasons I 

embarked on this journey. 

Sincerely, Jeanene Miller 
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We once again extend our congratulations 
and thanks to all of this year’s worthy recipients.  

 ~ Council Founders Day Committee 
 

The world is moved along, not only by the mighty shoves of its heroes, 
 but also, by the aggregate of tiny pushes of each honest worker. ~Helen Keller 

 
To the world you may be one person; but to one person you may be the 

world.  ~Dr. Seuss 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Thank you to the administrators, teachers, and parents of the 

Commack School District for your ongoing  
support and dedication to the  

children of Commack. 
 


